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Flinders Shire Council 
Budget Summary

At a glance...

$ $
Total Revenue
$46,981,724

Total Operational 
Expenditure
$41,497,740

Total Capital 
Works Budget 
$13,322,583

I am pleased to present our inaugural Budget for the  
Flinders Shire Council. Since being sworn in three months ago, 

your Council has made a commitment towards progress and new 
beginnings for the Shire. In shaping the 2024–2025 Budget, your 

Council has had a strong focus on sustainable growth  
and opportunity. Our Budget prioritises the needs and aspirations  

of our residents, whilst also ensuring fiscal responsibility.

Strong internal structures are vital for any organisation’s 
success. With the change in leadership, we seized 
the opportunity to identify areas needing support and 
revaluated our operations and structure with input from 
the Management team. This process led to identifying 
four new positions focusing on:

• Human Resources

• Media, Grants and Community Engagement

• Training and Development, and

• Compliance.

Message from your Mayor

These positions will enhance our operational efficiency 
and effectiveness, provide support where most needed, 
and foster improved service delivery and community 
engagement, which I am proud to announce during this 
Budget. 

This Budget marks a turning point for Flinders Shire 
Council. We are embarking on an era of sustainable 
growth and opportunity. We are particularly leveraging 
opportunities from the Queensland State Government’s 
$5 billion investment in the CopperString 2032 
Transmission Line to foster long-term economic stability 
and community development.

Cr Kate Peddle
Mayor, Flinders Shire Council
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Our projected total revenue stands at $46.9 million. 
Approximately 12% of this revenue derives from 
rates, levies, and charges, underlining our reliance 
on government support through funding, grants, and 
financial assistance. Securing long-term financial 
independence remains a challenge, and we are 
committed to investing in projects that enhance our 
community’s welfare and expand our rate base over 
time.

Total Revenue
$46,981,724

11.6%

48.9%

12.8%

26.7%Other 
Operational 

Revenue

Rates, Levies 
& Charges

Grants

Capital
Grants

Transparency and accountability guide our resource 
allocation. Our operational expenditure for the year 
totals $41.9 million, distributed as follows:

• 21% for Council administrative operations, 
encompassing Councillor expenses, executive 
services, corporate services, HR, governance, and 
workplace health and safety

• 9% directed towards community services, 
supporting essential programs like community 
care, library services, and Centrelink support

• 20% allocated to road infrastructure maintenance, 
ensuring safe transportation

• 3% dedicated to rural services, including pest 
management and saleyard operations

• 5% invested in maintaining community facilities 
such as parks, and recreational amenities

• 6% for building and town maintenance, 
covering building upkeep, and Council facilities 
maintenance

• 12% allocated to plant, stores and workshop 
operations

• 9% allocated towards waste, water, sewerage and 
rubbish collection

• 8% allocated to compulsory employee benefits, 
including leave and superannuation 

• 6% for community facilities, including the 
caravan park, private works, airport, workers 
accommodation, Flinders Discovery Centre, and 
the pool and gymnasium.
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Flinders Discovery Centre

Water
Waste, water, sewerage and rubbish collection account 
for 9% of our total expenditure. The cost of our water 
network exceeds the water rates levied by half a million 
dollars. This shortfall is funded from general rates. 
In total, we are investing an additional $1 million to 
address the quality issue. The Council is acutely aware 
of the challenges this situation has posed for all of us. 
The significant annual loss incurred for water provision 
and the persistent quality issues are deeply concerning. 

3%

5%

6%

6%

8%

9%

12%

20%

21%

9%

Rural Services

Parks & Gardens

Building & Town Maintenance

Community Facilities

Compulsory Employee Benefits

Waste, Water, Sewerage & Rubbish

Plant & Maintenance

All Roads

Council Admin

Community Services

(incl. lake, showgrounds, skate park etc.)

(incl. building maintenance, Council buildings etc.)

(incl. caravan park, airport, pool, gym etc.)

(incl. leave & superannuation)

(incl. community care, library, community services 
programs, community grants, Centrelink)

(incl. executive services, 
corporate services, HR, 
governance, WH&S)

Total Operational Expenditure
$41,497,740

(incl. animal control, pest & weed management, rural lands, saleyards)

We are working diligently to identify and resolve 
the problem, fully aware that this will require further 
financial investment, and unfortunately as an increased 
commitment in the rates. This Council is committed to 
finding effective solutions that have not previously been 
addressed, and understands the critical importance of 
delivering reliable and high-quality essential services to 
our community.



FLINDERS SHIRE COUNCIL BUDGET OVERVIEW 2024–2025   76   FLINDERS SHIRE COUNCIL BUDGET OVERVIEW 2024–2025

Highlighted projects include:

Road Infrastructure Projects  
(jointly-funded – TID, RTR & LRCI)

• Stamford-Lerida Road
• Formation resheeting
• Floodway repairs

• Stamford-Marathon Road
• Repairs to grid approaches
• Road repairs

• Hughenden Recreational Lake
• Seal remaining gravel section

• Ashton Road
• Formation resheeting

• Prairievale Road
• Drain
• Four cement margins along floodways

• Ulva Road
• Formation resheeting
• Cement margins for floodways

• Swanson Street Upgrade
• McLaren Street to Queen Street

• Installation of various new floodways

• Morell Street construction
• Sharkey Street to McLaren Street

• Old Richmond Road
• Progressive sealing

• Construction of New Road
• Christison Streeet, Prairie

Capital Works Funded Directly by Council
• Expansion of Showgrounds RV camping area

• Medium Industrial Estate
• Completion of drainage works

• Reseals – Rural roads (2024–2025)

• Town streets
• Byers Street – Road reconstruction and 

kerbing
• Brodie Street – Installation of structures and 

completion of footpaths
• Stansfield Street – kerbing from Flynn Street 

to Bore No. 5
• Reseals (2024–2025)

Total Capital Works Budget 
$13,322,583

51.3% 48.7%
Grant-
funded

Council-
funded

$5,340,074 $1,988,995

$374,514$2,729,000$1,800,000$1,090,000

Roads & Drainage Community Facilities

OtherPlantHousing /
Accommodation

Water & Water Mains

Our Capital Works budget totals $13.3 million,  
with 51.3% funded by grants and 48.7% by the Council.

• High impact industrial development
• Identify suitable State land for heavy 

industrial

• Hughenden Recreational Lake
• Lake Memorial Drive
• Upgrade existing power supply at lake 

playground

• Brodie Street playground
• Shelter and seating

• Prairie drainage works and more.

Roads funding across Queensland has faced 
challenges recently, as in late 2023 the Federal 
Government shifted its funding policy with the state from 
an 80/20 split to a 50/50 arrangement, adding pressure 
to the state’s budgeting process. Concurrently, with 
both state and federal elections looming, the funding 
landscape remains uncertain. Despite these challenges, 
we have been collaborating with Powerlink on potential 
infrastructure works, particularly focusing on access 
roads required for the CopperString line infrastructure. 
We are confident that our current workforce is not and 
will not be under any threat, and we remain committed 
to ensuring ongoing work continuity for our road crews.

Additionally, we are actively seeking funding for the 
remaining 11km of the Kennedy Development Road, 
which, while located in Etheridge Shire, continues to 
be a priority with our agreement to a 50/50 shared 
work arrangement between Flinders Shire Council 
road crews and Etheridge workforce. We are 
advocating persistently for its completion. Recently, we 
successfully installed the rest area near the Maiden 
Springs turnoff, and are pursuing efforts to enhance 
telecommunications along the Kennedy Development 
Road (Hann Highway) to assist our transport operators 
and tourists with increased connectivity.

Further projects which remain on Council’s agenda 
is a pedestrian bridge across the Flinders River to 
enabled widening of the current Ernest Henry Bridge, 
and progressive sealing of the Hughenden-Muttaburra 
Road. While funding is not currently available, we will 
continue to advocate for both of these projects and 
continue with the floodway upgrades scheduled for the 
Hughenden Muttaburra Road during this financial year.

Our rural roads maintenance is ongoing, and we look 
forward to contributions from the community during 
our rural advisory groups. These groups are tailored 
to receive and act upon the insights provided by our 

residents. We understand that each section presents 
unique challenges at different times of the year, and 
we are keen to work with you to identify programs that 
will improve our roads and ease of use. Your input is 
invaluable in helping us maintain and enhance our rural 
infrastructure.

Plant Purchases 2024–2025
Flinders Shire Council has allocated a substantial 
budget of $2.3 million for plant purchases as part of 
its 2024–2025 program. This investment is aimed at 
acquiring new equipment and machinery essential for 
maintaining and enhancing the Council’s operational 
efficiency across various departments. The significant 
allocation underscores the Council’s commitment 
to upgrading its infrastructure and ensuring that its 
workforce is equipped with the necessary tools to 
perform their duties effectively. By investing in new plant 
and equipment, the Council aims to improve service 
delivery, reduce maintenance costs, and increase 
overall productivity, thereby supporting the long-term 
growth and sustainability of the community.

Minor Works 
The Flinders Shire Council has various projects funded 
through different programs and initiatives, emphasising 
community connection, infrastructure development, and 
cultural enrichment.

• QRRRGR1 – Community Connection: This 
initiative focuses on improving community 
engagement through digital noticeboards and 
enhancing the amenities at Flinders Sports 
Ground. The total funding allocated is $589,271 
with significant contributions from grants and 
Council funds.

• North West Minerals Province (NWMP): The 
Grand Hotel site development at Hughenden 
Prehistoric Park is a key project under this 
initiative, with a total funding of $120,000, aimed 
at boosting local tourism and preserving cultural 
heritage.

• State Library of Queensland – Bringing Stories 
to Life: This project is funded with $30,000 aimed 
at enriching the local cultural landscape and 
providing residents with greater access to literary 
and educational resources.

Water Budget allocations (Subject to 
approved funding):

• Water – Bore No. 2 – Switchboard: A vital 
upgrade to the switchboard for Bore No. 2, 
ensuring better control and management of water 
resources. The total cost for this project is $60,000 
with $24,000 coming from Council funds and 
$36,000 from grant funds.

• Water – Purchase of New Bore No. 5: This 
project involves the purchase and installation of 
a new bore to enhance water supply capacity. 
The total expenditure for this project is $320,000 

Brodie Street, Hughenden
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$

with Council contributing $128,000 and grants 
providing $192,000.

• Pumps Replacement – Pump Station  
1 & 2 NH 1: Replacing pumps at Pump Station 1 
& 2 NH 1 to improve water pumping efficiency and 
reliability. The project cost is $60,000 with $24,000 
from Council funds and $36,000 from grant funds.

Wild Dog Levy
The Special Rate is utilised for the control of wild dogs 
on rural properties throughout the Shire. The Special 
Rate will partly fund the costs of undertaking co-
ordinated baiting, including the Rural Lands Officer’s 
and supporting Administration Officer’s time, plant and 
equipment, supply of prepared baits, and payment of 
bounties. 

The new Rural Advisory Group will enable direct 
community input to the Council on wild dog control. 
It will replace the inactive former Wild Dog Advisory 
Group and include Councillors, Council officers, 
contractors, and rural property owners. This diverse 
group aims to improve coordination and address all 
aspects of our rural community, including wild dog 
management.

We currently employ three trappers who collectively 
have eradicated 392 dogs in the past 12 months. If you 
do not currently access this service, please reach out 
to the Council to request a trapper or to obtain further 
information on the program.

Council’s Wild Dog Scalp Bounty is currently $50 per 
scalp. 

General Rates
In planning for this Budget, Council undertook a series 
of workshops to model various scenarios of rates and 
utilities charges. At the forefront of our decision making 
was balancing the costs of service operations, with the 
impact of increasing cost of living expenses impacting 
all families in our Shire. Our total rates and utility 
charges accounts for 12% of Council revenue. 

Below is a summary of the percentage increases for the 
2024–2025 financial year. 

Charge Type % Increase

Residential 3.8%
Commercial 3.9%
Industrial 3.9%
Rural 3.9%
Extractive 3.9%
Renewable Energy 33.3%
Cleansing 3.6%
Sewerage 11.7%
Water 16.0%
Wild Dog Levy 3.9%

Total 8.76%

Increase in Renewable Energy Rates
The 33.3% increase in renewable energy rates for the 
upcoming fiscal year is a critical adjustment due to 
past charges not aligning with other renewable energy 
centres. This adjustment reflects our recognition of 
Flinders Shire’s significant wind resources, which have 
attracted considerable interest from private investors 
seeking to develop and expand renewable energy 
projects in our area.

To ensure our services are adequate and that a balance 
is achieved, this rate increase is necessary. It will help 
protect our community’s way of life, while ensuring 
fair compensation for the resources and infrastructure 
supporting these renewable projects.

Although this increase may seem substantial, it 
brings our rates in line with those of other renewable 
energy centres. As new projects come online in the 
coming years, this alignment will ensure consistency 
and sustainability in our revenue, supporting both 
community development and the growth of renewable 
energy in Flinders Shire. 

Facilities 
We understand that financial returns cannot be 
achieved on all our assets and that community service 
obligations are equally important, especially concerning 
our basic service infrastructure and community facilities. 
While we strive to achieve a balance, this is not 
always possible, particularly considering our ageing 
infrastructure.

We ask that the community recognise the expenses 
these facilities incur annually to the shire. We are 
committed to upholding these service obligations 
and making improvements when feasible. We thank 
you for your ongoing support of these facilities and 
encourage you to provide input via the various advisory 
groups and user group meetings. Your feedback is 
invaluable in assisting us to make sound judgements 
on improvements and 
grants moving forward. 
We have included 
some budget 
examples on 
selected facilities 
to demonstrate 
the financial 
responsibility. 

Hughenden Centre for the Aged and 
Hammond Court 
During the first few months of our first term, the Flinders 
Shire Council elected members engaged in productive 
discussions to address maintenance issues and 
implement minor capital works to ensure the long-term 
viability and sustainability of our Hughenden Centre 
for the Aged. We have committed to the following 
improvements:

• Install CCTV cameras
• Upgrade to an automatic sprinkler system
• Enhance fire exits
• Implement user-friendly door handles
• Optimised storage space and modified cabinets
• Rectify fire alarm concerns
• Address trip and fall hazards
• Introduce new communal outdoor furniture settings
• Establish shade-covered BBQ area for family 

gatherings
• Enhance the landscape.

A resident’s suggestion of a solar/renewable capital 
works project to reduce future residents’ electricity 
costs was also explored, along with discussions on the 
potential expansion of Hammond Court to include more 
elderly-specific units, the installation of new accessibility 
ramps, and further landscaping enhancements. We look 
forward to progressing these improvements over the 
course of our term.

Pensioner Rate Discounts
To support our senior residents, we retained a 
50% discount on Council rates (up to a maximum 
of $500 dollars) for the Shire’s pensioners. This 
significant reduction aims to alleviate financial 
pressures and help maintain a comfortable standard 
of living. We value the lifelong contributions of our 
elderly community members and are committed to 
supporting their well-being.
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Showgrounds, Lake, and Parks 
Expenditure  
and Revenue
Total Expenditure: $2,213,621
Total Income: $49,589

The significant difference between expenditure and 
income underscores the Council’s commitment to 
providing and maintaining high-quality community 
facilities. While the income from these facilities is 
modest, the investment in their maintenance is 
essential to ensure they remain accessible, safe, and 
enjoyable for all residents.

These facilities are vital for community well-being and 
play a crucial role in fostering community spirit and 
providing recreational spaces. The Council remains 
dedicated to these investments, understanding the 
importance of these facilities for the quality of life in the 
Flinders Shire.

Hughenden Memorial Pool
The Council has identified the need for a new pool 
facility and is actively exploring opportunities for 
funding through various channels, including current 
projects and government support. The transition from 
outsourced management to in-house operation has 
added pressure on Council operations and users of the 
facility. As a result, the Council is considering reinstating 
a management structure for the pool facility. The 
estimated cost for maintenance and operations annually 
is $392,652 with a return of $8,000 in revenue. 

Hughenden Saleyards
The Budget has allocated funds for remaining 
improvements, combining $500,000 funding from the 
Department of Transport and Main Roads with an 
additional $300,000 from general reserve funds. These 
improvements are scheduled for completion by the end 
of this financial year. They include:

1. Upgrades to the Dip (a new shade structure on 
the western side)

2. Extension to the existing hay shed
3. Concrete pad adjacent to the loading ramp 

walkway.

The recent cessation of rail cattle at the Richmond yard 
has increased rail cattle loading at the Hughenden 
facility. Despite this increase, the facility, being leased, 
does not generate additional returns beyond the lease 
income, resulting in a negative return on investment for 
the shire. Significant funds have been spent on yard 
expansions in recent improvements.

While financial returns are important, we are committed 
to providing this service to the rural community and to 
support a new business within the shire, acknowledging 
that our obligations sometimes extend beyond mere 
financial considerations. Moving forward, we seek 
to invest wisely in this facility, with a focus on much-
needed internal yard improvements that have been 
neglected for many years.

Reserves
We recently auctioned some of our reserves in the 
district for another three years, with 2 x 12-month 
rollover conditions. The leases are structured in this 

Hughenden Recreational Lake

manner to provide security to the grazier and Council, 
ensuring that the land and its fodder resources are 
responsibly managed. These contracts return $233,512 
to the Council’s operational budget annually.

We acknowledge that further weed management 
is required to maintain our commitment to being 
environmentally responsible landholders and seek to 
lead by example moving forward.

Works for Queensland Funding
Council has submitted projects for the Works 4 
Queensland Funding package, which included:

1. Improving the Quality of Town’s Potable Water – 
$400,000

• We are committed to ensuring the delivery 
of high-quality potable water. This funding 
will support extensive investigations and 
remedial measures to address turbidity and 
pressure issues within parts of our water 
network.

2. Drinking Water Bores Upgrade – $100,000
• Upgrading bores 2 and 7 is essential due to 

their age and condition, which pose potential 
threats to our continuous water supply.

3. Showgrounds Improvements – $650,000
• The Showgrounds Masterplan is complete, 

but we must prioritise and cost the works. 
This funding will help us enhance this vital 
community space.

4. Staff Housing – $450,000
• Addressing the lack of suitable housing is 

critical for attracting and retaining staff. 

Community Grants
Our commitment to community welfare and 
development is further demonstrated by the Council’s 
Community Grants Program. This program provides 
financial aid and support to various community 
initiatives, with enhancements including year-round 
grant availability, increased funding for program and 
event support, and special request funding for major 
events. We have more than doubled the financial 
commitment to each of these grants in the 2024–2025 
Budget.

• Program and Event Support Stream funding 
increased from $1,000 to up to $2,500

• Program and Event Development Stream funding 
increased from $5,000 to up to $10,000

• Facility and Equipment Stream funding increased 
from $5,000 to up to $10,000

• Special request (major events, activities and 
infrastructure) is a new funding pool available to 
major events and activities which aim to support 
economic development and visitation goals, with 
up to $20,000 available.

Community Bus 
Following feedback from community groups, Council 
has reviewed the fees and charges for use of the 
community bus for out-of-town use. A discount of 30% 
will now apply for use of the bus by community groups 
for out-of-town travel. 

Community Clubs and Facilities 
To assist our clubs with rising operational costs and to 
ensure consistency, Council will provide a standardised 
fee for local clubs hiring Council facilities for training 
purposes. The annual fee will be $300 per annum, and 
will be applied to the Swimming Club, Netball Club, 
Gymnastics Club and clubs utilising the sports ground 
for training. This subsidised fee is in addition to our 
substantial grants program that groups can access to 
receive further support outside of this generous yearly 
fee.

Community Advisory Groups
Continuing our commitment to community, Flinders 
Shire Council has taken a proactive approach to 
community engagement by forming four distinct 
Advisory Committees tailored to address various 
aspects of community life. These committees are:

1. Community Services and Wellbeing Advisory 
Committee

2. Economic Development and Business Advisory 
Committee

3. Rural Advisory Committee

4. Hughenden and Small Towns Advisory 
Committee.

These committees have been strategically structured 
to focus on critical areas such as health services, aged 
care, youth programs, First Nations initiatives, tourism, 
local business development, events, roads, and rural 
lands. The Council’s primary objective is to cultivate 
a deeper understanding of community needs and 
priorities, fostering collaboration and transparency in 
decision-making processes.
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By actively seeking input from community members 
and stakeholders, the Council aims to ensure that its 
actions and projects align closely with the desires and 
requirements of the residents. Through these advisory 
committees, the Council is committed to building a more 
inclusive and direct relationship with our community.

I strongly encourage you, your community group, your 
business, or any other supporting group to attend these 
advisory groups. This is not an invite-only advisory 
group, and each of you has a valuable contribution to 
make. The minutes from these meetings will be officially 
tabled in the Monthly Council meetings, creating an 
opportunity for you to directly feed into the decision-
making processes of the Council.

Major Projects
Powerlink Workers Camp
We acknowledge the challenges accompanying 
large investments in small regional communities, 
particularly in infrastructure strain. Working closely 
with stakeholders, we plan infrastructure upgrades 
that support sustainable growth and seek to enhance 
resident quality of life. Most notable for our shire is 
the construction of Powerlink’s workers camp on the 
eastern side of Hughenden. We are pleased that 
Powerlink have recognised their responsibility to 
improve services, which include the extension of water 
and sewerage services to the site, and the necessary 
upgrades to the water and sewerage networks to 
cope with the increased demands and loads from the 
410-person accommodation camp.

We accepted the Powerlink Local Participation Plan for 
the CopperString project, which includes key elements 
to ensure significant local involvement and benefit. 
Local participation is defined within a 125km radius, 
with a 10% weighting for locals as per Queensland 
Government requirements. As of June 2024, 18 
suppliers in Flinders Shire are registered under the 
FLGA Suppliers initiative, demonstrating active local 
engagement across all supply chain levels.

The Local Employment Participation Provisions (LEPP) 
apply to all sub-contracts, including Atco’s camp 
construction in Hughenden. While local suppliers must 
remain competitive, there are substantial opportunities 
for them, particularly in camp construction and 
operations. Additionally, the project features a Local 
Business Capacity Development Program, which offers 
workshops to develop local businesses, accessible to 
all, whether they are tendering for the project or not.

We are committed to ensuring that all contractors 
uphold their commitments to our community, services, 
and infrastructure during the construction of both the 
camp and the transmission line. We are adapting 
to new circumstances and have acknowledged the 
need to review internal processes, especially in waste 
control, health service demands, water access, and 
their social impacts. Monitoring closely, we maintain a 
strong partnership with Powerlink officials. If you have 
any concerns regarding this project, we encourage 

you to discuss them with the Council. Our primary 
goal is to prioritise the needs of our community and 
local businesses, ensuring effective support for their 
interests.

CopperString 2032
Flinders Shire Council is dedicated to working closely 
with companies, such as Powerlink, to minimise the 
impact on ratepayers while securing long-term legacy 
infrastructure projects. These projects will not only meet 
immediate needs, but also foster sustainable growth 
and enhance the quality of life for all residents.

Some of the legacy projects we are considering in our 
negotiations with Powerlink include:

• Modern Light Weight Modular Housing for 
Powerlink Key Project Staff 

• We are advocating for Powerlink to build 
semi-permanent housing in Hughenden that 
can transition from project use to community 
use.

• Partial Retention of WAF for Future Use 
• We are exploring opportunities for retaining 

parts of the Worker Accommodation Camp 
(WAF) for future Council and community 
needs.

• Enhancing Community Amenities 
• Our plans include lake upgrades, and 

various infrastructure improvements to 
community amenities.

• Supporting Population Retention and Growth 
• We are committed to creating conditions 

that support the retention and growth of our 
population.

Sod turning for CopperString 2032

• Establishing a Country Universities Centre (CUC) 
in Hughenden 

• This initiative aims to provide higher 
education opportunities within our Shire.

• Supplier Development Program 
• We seek to develop local suppliers’ 

capabilities to participate in the 
CopperString 2032 project and other future 
procurement opportunities.

• Cultural Heritage and Preservation 
• In partnership with the Yirendali people, we 

plan to establish a cultural heritage artefacts 
storage area. This will safely store materials 
for future cultural use and include the 
development of a Yirendali language book.

• Improving the Capacity of the Hughenden Waste 
Facility 

• Enhancements to our waste facility are 
crucial for meeting future demands.

• Addressing Mobile Phone Blackspots and 
Providing Fibre Connectivity 

• We aim to improve mobile coverage along 
the Flinders Highway and provide fibre 
connectivity to key council properties, 
enabling 5G mobile coverage for 
Hughenden.

• Airport Upgrade
• Upgrade to the airport is required to meet 

project demand.

Airport Master Plan
Flinders Shire Council had previously completed 
an airport master plan aimed at enhancing our 
aviation infrastructure. The plan included several key 
developments:

• Expanding the aircraft apron area
• Extending the terminal
• Installing additional hangers
• Creating a traffic turnaround.

Despite the comprehensive nature of the master plan, 
it was never formally adopted. Recent discussions 
with Powerlink and the potential increase in facility 
usage have brought the master plan and additional 
tarmac improvements back into relevance. These 
conversations highlight the ongoing importance of 
the proposed enhancements to accommodate future 
demand.

As we evaluate the current and future needs of our 
community, the master plan’s objectives remain 
crucial. We are committed to ensuring that our airport 
infrastructure can support increased traffic and 
serve the growing needs of both our residents and 
businesses. This project is estimated at $10 million. 
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19.2%

41,200 sq km 

127 staff

1941.4km of council roads

74.1km of water mains

3 water plants

2 aeroplane landing areas & 1 airport

3 cemeteries

1 library

1 visitor information centre

1108 rateable 
properties

1 customer service centre

4 communities
Hughenden, Prairie, 

Torrens Creek, 
Stamford1500 residents

15.64km of footpaths

14 parks

1 sewerage treatment plant

1 swimming pool/aquatic centre

18 aged care accommodation/units

1 saleyard

1 community gymnasium

Hughenden Off-Stream Water Storage and 
The Hughenden Irrigation Project
The search for water storage in the Shire to capitalise 
on the demand for the irrigated agriculture industry 
has come at great expense. To date, more than $1.3 
million has been expended on the Hughenden Off-
Stream Water Storage Project. Unfortunately, this 
project remains unfunded by government and requires 
a total estimated investment of $60 million to secure an 
approximately 7,000ML storage facility. We undertook a 
peer review of the current business case and identified 
fundamental flaws with both design and economics that 
require significant attention. 

Feedback provided to Flinders Shire Council by Federal 
and State Governments emphasised the need to 
broaden and diversify the benefits and users of the 
water to meet government investment criteria. Currently, 
the project serves to benefit two primary initiatives, 
which together require more water than the project can 
fulfil.

We are committed to ensuring that the funds already 
invested are used wisely and recognise that water 

development is vital to our community’s future. The 
Council adopted a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Hughenden Irrigation Project (HIPCo) 
to combine forces, research, and funding to identify the 
best possible water storage project for our Shire.

As both the Water Bank Project and HIPCo contribute 
to the current Gulf Water Plan and assessment, it 
is imperative that we work together to achieve the 
maximum benefit for our region. The government has a 
strong focus on critical minerals, which our Shire does 
not have. However, we possess the best water storage 
locations due to our topography.

Currently, we are not returning any benefit on the 
water licences our Shire currently owns, and seek to 
find commercial solutions for a positive return on past 
investments.

We intend to be at the forefront during government 
discussions around storage and water development 
in the Flinders and Gulf region, ensuring our strategic 
position and topographical advantages are recognised 
and leveraged for the community’s benefit.

Conclusion
Flinders Shire Council’s primary aim is to build a strong relationship  
with the community, from which we can develop strategies and budgets that  
address the diverse needs of all our communities. While I acknowledge that not every issue can be resolved within 
a single budget, I assure you that we approach our responsibilities with a balanced and pragmatic mindset, striving 
to serve your interests while maintaining fiscal responsibility. Our foundational services must be strong. 

Appreciation
I would especially like to thank the staff of Flinders Shire Council. We understand the workload you all carry to 
deliver our annual Budget and are appreciative of your efforts. All staff and contractors execute the operations of 
the Council each day, and we value your service.

Additionally, I extend my gratitude to our Interim Chief Executive Officer Bruce Davidson, and the Directors 
Melanie Wicks, Barbra Smith and Misenka Duong. Thank you for your efforts and meticulous planning and advice 
throughout this Budget. Your departments and support staff are greatly appreciated, and we look forward to 
assisting you in the delivery of this Budget and drafting revised Corporate and Operational Plans.

Cr Kate Peddle
Mayor, Flinders Shire
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Flinders Shire Councillors – 2024-2028

$280.4 million
Total Property Plant & Equipment (assets)
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